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Brief background as to my circumstances when I 
considered applying

Started as 
trainee lab 
technician 
in 2004

Promoted 
to lab 
technician 
in 2007

Aware of 
Science 
Council & 
RSciTech
in 2018

The job role meant I was able 
to study part time whilst 
working full time. Completed 
the degree 7 years later in 
2011. A good example of 
apprenticeship/trainee post.

With the support of my line 
manager, I gained promotion 
whilst still studying my degree. 
Further study (MSc) was 
planned however wife and kids 
had somewhat postponed this. 

I found out about professional 
registration during a HEaTED
network event that my 
institution was hosting. I 
wanted to apply but also 
working on HEA application.



Why did I apply?
Many different 
reasons:

Recognition
CPD

Network/Community
Desirable criteria



Why did I apply specifically?:

§ I wanted to continue my 
development but funding a 
MSc was proving difficult.

§ I lack the postgraduate 
qualifications, but felt strongly 
that individuals with skills and 
experience should be equally 
acknowledged for their 
contribution.

§ Felt I was perhaps falling 
behind and wanted to keep in 
the loop with the latest 
developments & opportunities.



Applying for registration was always 
something on the “to do list”
We all have the tasks that you have been meaning to do or will get 
round to. If I’m honest I initially found it a bit overwhelming and 
thought I would struggle.

I broke the application down into smaller chunks and slowly worked 
on through it.

Stopped obsessing about making the application perfect.

Started taking better notes throughout the year. A diary of my CPD 
and usual working activities was extremely useful. 



1. Lockdown hit.
2. Laboratory technician 

with no lab & no 
prospect of 
exercise/health testing 
for some time.

3. No more excuses about 
struggling to make the 
time to complete the 
application.



What has registration done for me?
Registration has given me a renewed sense of pride in 
my professional career. It demonstrates to others that I 
am dedicated and committed professional with high 
ethical standards. 

Increased confidence.
Given me new opportunities.
Helped me stay focused and driven.



Meeting new people:
§ I have managed to connect 

with many different external 
organisations and bodies due 
to gaining registration.

§ Not to mention all of the 
amazing individuals (from all 
across the UK) that I have met 
along the way.

§ Everyone I have met has been 
so welcoming and helpful.



What has registration done for me?
One of my application assessors suggested that I should 
think of applying for the Science Council CPD awards. This is 
something I ordinarily would not have done. 

I have received recognition from within my own institution.

Many of my colleagues have asked if I would be willing to 
help them with getting their applications started (both 
technical and academic members of staff). 



I need to work harder at following my own advice

• Keep better track of your CPD with diary or log. Paper diary, post it notes, 
phone notes, calendar entries, do whatever it takes to log it/gather up and 
type up once a month. (this will also help with registration application)

• Gain professional registration – I only won the CPD award because of 
my registration. This gave me the push to start managing my CPD 
better. Not just logging it but reflecting on the experience. Great for 
signposting opportunities. 

• Try to challenge yourself with your chosen CPD activities. I have 
often selected easier activities, as self doubt and fear of failure has 
stopped me in the past. Push yourself as there is never any harm in 
trying and this will help build confidence. 

CPD Handy Hints:



r.wilson@napier.ac.uk

Thank you!
• Laurence Dawkins-Hall – Applicant Support Mentor
• John-Paul Ashton – Specialist advisor & Business Consultant
• Sara Bacon – Centre Manager, NTDC

But the list could go on indefinitely;

• Hayley McNeil –Senior Registration officer
• Jane Banks  - External relationships manager
• Everyone at IST & NTDC (Kevin Oxley, Joan Ward and Terry Croft)


