
 
 

Questions and Answers from TechMeet 9 
 
 
Could we have a mention that although the abbreviation for the levels of 
registration is Sci, the registration is open to non-scientists as well? Is there 
anything in the pipeline for registration titles to use abbreviations that are 
more broad? 
  
The Science Council Professional Registration awards are for practicing scientists 
and science technicians. If you are not a scientist the IST have a number of options 
for those who are technicians working in other disciplines. 
 
The IST currently has the Registered Practitioner framework, where you are 
independently reviewed for annual continuing professional development (more info 
here: https://istonline.org.uk/professional-registration/registered-practitioners/).  
 
The IST with help from its partner the NTDC, are also working together to develop a 
novel registration framework for Creative Individuals. 
 
 
Does the Science Council have a list of mentors that we can contact who can 
help us through the application process? 
 
Respective licenced professional bodies can be contacted directly for advice and 
support in completing an application. For support and advice in this regard please 
email registration@sciencecouncil.org.  
 
 
Am I right in thinking you need to be an NTDC affiliated member to access the 
CPD central? Liverpool isn't at the moment 
  
You do not need to be a Partner Affiliate to get access to CPD Central. There is a 
cost associated with this (for both individuals and organisations), and you should 
contact the NTDC to arrange a meeting. CPD Central is a free membership benefit if 
your organisation is a Partner Affiliate of the NTDC. 
  
 
I have a PhD. Would it still make sense to go for registration? 
  
Professional registration allows you to demonstrate that you are committed to your 
on-going professional development and can evidence that you remain current in your 
field of expertise and are still working at a level that reflects that of the higher level 
qualification. 
  



 
 

Professional Registration does not just address specific technical skills and 
knowledge. Competency A is the subject of technical expertise, competencies B, C 
and D allow candidates to provide examples of reflective practice which exemplify 
“soft skills”  including planning and organisation, communication, problem solving 
and professional conduct. This sets registration apart from a formal qualification and 
provides a cogent case for obtaining Professional Registration as well as a PhD for 
senior technical roles. 
  
 
For someone whose work mainly is in Laboratory Operations, what sort of 
CPD would you propose? 
  
CPD can take many forms including: 

1.       Attendance at meetings / conferences 
2.       On line or on-site technical training 

 
Here are some examples: https://sciencecouncil.org/registrants/cpd/ 
 
The IST have a quarterly magazine that shares a CPD Corner (now at No. 10) with 
the technical community, you can find this on page 24 – click here. 
 
 
I have held RSciTech for 2 years and want to upgrade to RSci, is there an easy 
way to upgrade or do I have to start an application from scratch? 
  
You will have to start the application for RSci from the start, however the CPD that 
you have completed for those 2 years can start to form the basis of your RSci 
application, as long as the examples you give with your RSci competency report 
meet the Science Council standards. 
  
  
I've been trying to write my application for over a year now, possibly even 2 
years, I just get stuck on what to write for each competence I do so much but 
never know where to write it to show my skills... 
  
This is where a mentor would be really beneficial to yourself and would help to steer 
you in the right direction for completing your application. 
  
You can contact the Science Council at registration@sciencecouncil.org 
  
Or contact licenced member bodies for advice. 
 
 
  



 
 

I work for a team of Technicians and Instructors based within Performance and 
Events. Is professional recognition with the Science council still relevant for 
us? 
  
The IST currently has the Registered Practitioner framework, where you are 
independently reviewed for annual continuing professional development (more info 
here: https://istonline.org.uk/professional-registration/registered-practitioners/).  
 
The IST with help from its partner the NTDC, are also working together to develop a 
novel registration framework for Creative Individuals. 
  
  
Can I ask do other Institutions cover cost of registration? We have come 
contribution, but the question is now about renewals 
  
Many organisations support the cost of Professional Registration and Licenced Body 
membership. On-going cost to renew your award each year is also paid for on an on-
going basis. Those organisations that hold Science Council Employer Champion 
Status are recommended to pay for registration and or be working towards this 
position. 
 
 
Can you give more info on Category E? 
  
E1 is a description of standards you practice in your job and recapitulates reflective 
practice in competency D in particular. 
  
E2 is essentially CPD but I would urge persons not just to make a laundry list of 
different types of CPD they have undertaken, but rather talk about how that CPD has 
or will facilitate practice. 
 


