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Tackling climate change: the role of universities 

• Advancing knowledge and expertise through research and education

• Research leadership for global policy impact

• Advancing climate literacy, and developing generations of graduates 
with the skills to make a difference

• Leading institutional change and response

• Civic engagement and symbiotic relationship with wider society



HE and FE climate commission

• November 2019 – December 2021

• Key outputs:

HE Climate Action Toolkit
Climate Action for University Chairs Guide
UK Research Centres Mapping
COY16 Student Statement (Student Commissioners)
Climate Action Roadmap for FE Colleges

https://www.eauc.org.uk/climate_action_toolkit
https://www.eauc.org.uk/the_climate_action_for_university_chairs_guide_
https://www.eauc.org.uk/climate_commission_uk_research_centre_mapping
https://www.eauc.org.uk/student_climate_commissioners_publish_coy16_stu
https://www.eauc.org.uk/fe_roadmap


UUK climate action

• Steering Group set up in 2020 – 12 representatives of universities – 
VCs, CFO, Estates etc

• Workshops to gather views across the sector

• First sector conference (now had 3 – next one January 2023)

• Key issues 
• Sustainability, not just net zero
•  Whole institutional action – estates, teaching, research, civic, international
•  Not an add on, but embedded in all strategic plans
•  Reflecting type and size of institution



UUK policy statement 2021 – 140 
institutions

1. Set targets for scope 1 and 2 emission reductions which support the government’s plans 
for reducing emissions by 78% by 2035 compared to 1990 levels and achieving net zero 
by 2050 at the latest (or devolved government equivalents).

2. Set a target for scope 3 emission reductions and other environmental targets beyond 
emissions. 

3. Ensure these targets are visible and progress is reported in a transparent, and 
understandable way. 

4. Sign the UN’s SDG Accord or embed elements of SDG accord reporting into existing 
reporting.

5. Use the Climate Commission’s Climate Action toolkit.

 Confronting the Climate Emergency – set out how higher education is rising to the sustainability 
challenges and how government might best help.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.universitiesuk.ac.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffield%2Fdownloads%2F2021-10%2Fconfronting-the-climate-emergency.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJudith.petts%40plymouth.ac.uk%7C9f997930fa314b30a4cb08d9db5470a1%7C5437e7eb83fb4d1abfd3bb247e061bf1%7C1%7C0%7C637781978453096619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=QferFgok7DpNwXGO8%2FVSvNS5VODRYpn5KIhbEvxCLMQ%3D&reserved=0


Sustainability 
at Keele

Global Sustainability 
Institution of the Year
International Green Gown Awards 2021



Decarbonising 
Campus 



Low Carbon Energy 
Generation Park
Working together to help make 
Keele carbon neutral by 2030:

• Two wind turbines

• 12,500 solar panels

• One industrial-sized 

storage battery



A pioneering UK-first trial, 
blending hydrogen into 
the gas network
The HyDeploy project is helping to reduce CO

2 
emissions in line 

with the UK Government’s net zero targets.



HyDEX – Placing 
the Midlands 
at the forefront of 
hydrogen innovation 
Working with university partners in the 
Energy Research Accelerator (ERA) 
consortium, businesses, SMEs and 
other partners, to accelerate the move 
to a hydrogen economy and ecosystem.



What are we doing in education?
• All undergraduate programmes 

embed sustainability
• Driven by discipline experts
• Supported where requested by 

Sustainability Education experts
• Building staff capacity and 

motivation
• Sustainability ‘Global Challenge 

Pathway’
• Formal and informal and 

‘hidden’ curriculum
• Learning by doing 

Global Challenge 
Pathways



UUK’s ongoing work

• Continue to raise public profile about what institutions are doing

• Support institutions to:

- expand their climate literacy delivery

- embed sustainability in how they teach, research, operate

• Seek to influence government policy positively 
- DfE sustainability and climate change strategy

• Work with stakeholders across the sector to support, challenge and 
empower universities



What this means for you

• Be proud of your contributions to tackling climate change so far

• University leaders are committed to tackling climate change – 
leadership, culture and structures should support these efforts 

• Everyone has a role to play!
• Climate literacy, supporting research, …



Thank you for listening


